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ch Freddy, How can

we improve water quality
A0 ,and save our coral reef?

9 * = I know Carl! We must .

clean up South Florida's
Water &ondcrland!

We must clean all water
going into and coming out
of creeks and rivers.
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going into & out of man
h 3 - SR made ditches & canals.
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We must clean water going
into & out of wetlands.

We must clean water going into
aquifers (underground sources).




How do we improve

water quality, Frcddy?

We must combine man made
technologies with nature’s
ability to clean water..
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First, we can reduce & clean up the
dirty water coming from our farms.

Then, make sewage systems in
the Florida Keys the best ever.

Also, we need to stop stormwater runoff.
Fertilizers and pesticides from gardens,
oils and gas coming from cars and other
sources mix with rainwater that enters
nearshore waters and then goes out to
the coral reef.
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Finally, we should use plants to make
water cleaner. Especially native ones,
since they use less water.




The Everglades is one of “the
world's largest wetlands. It has
many different plants that purify
> water on its way to the sca.
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To keep Florida Bay and
e,

.“g!ﬁ‘gé%@_\ our coral reefs healthy,
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Like all wetlands, the Everglades

also provides space for a wide
_— varicty of plants, birds, and other
living things! Here are some of
the critters that live in South
Florida..can you identify them?

Alligators Herons Raccoons
Bears Manatees Roseate Spoonbills
Deer Mice Snakes
Fish Osprey Squirrels
Fiorida Panthers Otters Sea Turtles
Frogs Pelicans Vultures
Rabbits

Animals need
clean water, too! —__




To keep our waters clean, boaters
MUST use Eump—out stations to
empty their heads (toilets).

And remember..don’t teach
your trash to swim!




What can we do, Carl?

It's casy! Save water so
there is less to clean. ¢
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Turn off the faucet when

you scrub...you’ll save 5
gallons of water. ,,/\h

Turn off the hose as soon as you
are done washing the car or
watering the yard...in 5 minutes
you’ll save 40 gallons!

Don’t use your toilet as
a waste basket. You'll Take shorter showers. Every minute

save 5 gallons. equals 5 gallons of water...reduce
your time by 3 minutes and you’ll
save 15 gallons of water!




The original Seuth Florida’s Water Wonderland was made possible by a Water Resources
Partnership grant awarded to Reef Relief by the South Florida Water Management District.
Original artwork by David Harrison Wright. Layout-design by Indigo Design Group,
www.indigodesigngroup.com. Special thanks to Rhonda Haag of the South Florida Water
Management District and Joel Biddle, Reef Relief's Educational Coordinator for project
coordination.

Reef Relief is a non-profit membership organization. Our mission statement is to Preserve and
Protect Living Coral Reef Ecosystems through Local, Regional and Global Lfforts.

Be A Sea Fan! A tax-deductible membership is $30/vear and includes the quarterly newsletter,
REEF LINE, action alerts, and other membership privileges. To join, or for more information,
write to:

Reer Rever
P.O. Box 430
Reef Relief Environmental Center & Gift Shop
Historic Seaport, foot of William Street
Key West, Florida 33041
Phone: (305) 294-3100 fax (305) 293-9515
email: reef@belisouth.net wwww.reefrelief org

This year’s repsint of 5000 copies made possible through the generous support of:
Ogden Water Services
J.A. and H.G. Woodruff, Jr Charitable Trust

First State Bank of the Florida Keys
reedrelief—
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